Friends of Jim Slattery--

Please disregard the email you received earlier this afternoon from Julie Merz. In fact,
Julie did not write the email, | did. When composing an email, | draft many ideas and use
“placeholder” quotes before we choose which to include in the final draft. The quotes in
this draft were merely placeholders. Our broadcast email system malfunctioned and
automatically sent an old draft version under Julie’s name.

The email was in no way a reflection on Julie Merz , Jim Slattery, the Jim Slattery for
Senate Campaign or even my personal views. Technical issues on the part of our
software vendor are no excuse for my behavior and | take full responsibility and ask for
your forgiveness in this matter. Again please disregard the earlier email and my deepest
apologies to both Julie Merz and Senator Roberts.

lan Staples

Deputy Communications Director
Jim Slattery for Senat
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