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If you had to make a choice, in your opinion, which of the following is 
the best source for future energy production in Kansas – Would it be 

coal or natural gas and wind?
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Have you recently seen, read or heard anything about Sunflower 
Electric’s proposal to construct two coal-fired power plants near 
Holcomb that will total 1,400 mega watts of power and will cost 

ratepayers 3.5 billion dollars? 
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How much would you say you have heard about Sunflower Electric’s proposal to 
construct two coal-fired power plants near Holcomb that will total 1,400 mega watts

of power and will cost ratepayers 3.5 billion dollars?

(Asked of those who said “Yes” aware, N=214, 43% of sample)
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Based on what you know about plans to construct additional coal-
fired power plants in Kansas, would you say you favor or oppose 

building two new coal-fired power plants near Holcomb? 
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Still thinking about the proposal to build two new coal-fired power plants near Holcomb – I'd like to read you two viewpoints.

Some people say that consumers deserve access to affordable electricity and coal is the most affordable energy source.  It is 
less than half the price of natural gas.  Therefore, to keep power prices low for consumers, we should build additional coal-fired 

power plants in Kansas.

Other people say that the best energy alternative is a combination of wind and natural gas, both of which are readily available 
in Kansas. The mixture of wind and natural gas ultimately saves money in the form of economic benefits to the state, cleaner air, 

healthier children, and fewer public health risks. We should not build additional coal-fired power plants in Kansas.

Which viewpoint comes closest to your own?
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Over 300,000 children live in Kansas

within a 30-mile-radius of a coal-fired

power plant.  Soot particles from coal-

fired power plants could harm children’s

lungs as much as actively smoking,

according to a recent study.

Coal-fired power plants are the primary

source of carbon dioxide pollution – a

known contributor to global warming.  

Eighty-five percent of the power

generated at the new coal-fired plants

near Holcomb would be sold to out of

state customers but Kansas would get

one-hundred percent of the pollution.
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Now I am going to read you a few statements that have been made about new 
coal-fired power plants here in Kansas.  Please tell me for each one, whether 

knowing this information would make you more likely or less likely to support building 
new coal-fired power plants near Holcomb.
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Construction of the plants would create

1,500 to 2,000 temporary jobs and

approximately 400 permanent jobs near

Holcomb.

The expansion of the coal-fired plant near

Holcomb would bring additional income to

the local area and businesses.

An analysis by a rural economist from Fort

Hays State University indicates that the net

economic benefit to the state from an

expansion of the coal-fired plant near

Holcomb would exceed $8 billion over a

35-year period.
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Now I am going to read you a few statements that have been made about new 
coal-fired power plants here in Kansas.  Please tell me for each one, whether 

knowing this information would make you more likely or less likely to support building 
new coal-fired power plants near Holcomb.


